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	TIME
	SCENE
	

	00 00.
	Sydney form above


	Well we came to Sydney from London in 2007. 

I came with my wife and 2 small children. 

We ‘upsticks’ and really came out of the ..........I suppose  the sprit for adventure brought us here, 

and It was a very exciting time for us. 

We were excited about what sort of things might happen what sort of experiences and stories we might have a to tell, 

and this film is an attempt to tell one of those stories

	00 33
	Andy in studio
	I work as a composer and musician. 

And after some time in Sydney I was approached by an arts company who were trying to help farmers with the terrible drought here in Australia and they asked me if I’d be interested in composing a piece of music that might articulate these problems, which was an amazing idea but I felt really ill equipped to comment on this subject. So I asked if I could meet some farmers and I ended up being sent out to this sheep farm were I met these two incredibly inspiring men. 

I’d gone with one idea of what I’d find out there and came back with something completely different.

	01 15
	Research youtube


	Times must be tough but hang in there rain has to come soon....

I was quite concerned about how little knowledge I really had about the drought. 

So I thought before I left I ought to do a bit of research

...Pray that rain will reach the drought stricken areas....

And I was hearing stories of bankcrupsy and even suicides related to the drought problem which was terrible

Yes it is critical.... wether its climate change or wether its the worst drought on record wer’e not sure, but its really hitting people hard.



	01 43 
	leaving sydney


	So the next day I was off....I was off to ARCADIA which is the farm belonging to a sheep farmer called Graham Strong, 

I’ll be meeting him soon. And I was looking forward to this 8 or 9 hours drive out through the Sydney ‘sprawl’ and into the country side. 

Wondering along the way what he would make of an English musician coming to work.

I knew very little about Graham... I just knew that he had won the Young Australian of the Year award for his sustainable farming techniques in particular the use of something called salt-bush which was an indigenous plant that he feed his sheep with.... I was curious to know more

.......This must be it

	3.00
	Graham describes farm
	We've got around 2500 sheep at the moment and that includes around 1200 breeding ewes...... a self replacing flock.

Total size of the area is around 1850 Hectares.... so that sort of nearly 5000 acres.

	03 18 
	salt bush


	What sets Grahams farm apart from his neighbors who are still doing the traditional grazing is this native salt-bush which he has planted in huge amounts across the paddocks. Apparently it is very drought tolerant and very hardy and I was curious to know what caused the transition from his old methods to this new one which was quite forward thinking

The transition was caused by economic realities and climatic realties and having an appropriate plan to deal with those realties. Saltbush is one of those things that addresses the climate as well because once you’ve established it its very drought tolerant it provides year round green feed

	4.14
	Steve sheep pen


	This is Grahams right hand man Steve who is full of amazing  knowledge really about farming....

and between the two of them  they really keep the whole place going.

	4.31
	Garh close up
	And then theres Garth whos Grahams dad who always seems to be around helping and driving the tractor and stuff

He’s been a sheep farmer all his life as well and think his father before him.

	4.44
	big field back of tractor


	So my first days work......  this was the paddock where we were going to be planting 35,000 little saltbush plants... a pretty daunting thought.

You sit on the back of this tractor and pass in the little salt bush plants in to a wheel that sort of grabs them from you and plants them as the tractor moves  along. 

And I spent hours and hours on the back of this tractor, chatting away, getting to know Graham and Steve and, you know, there’r telling me all about farming and farming life and they were really giving me the impression that they were so enthusiastic about their work and I got no sign at all of the difficulties of drought , it never came into the conversation. 

And Graham was very quick to point out to me that not all the farmers where suffering. 

It was also pretty obvious that these two guys got on really well and moral seemed really good .... Again it wasn’t what I was expecting. And there was plenty of happy banter and good vibes going on.

Your accent might be a bit of a give away.... 

I can fix that what do you want?...... 

erm... lets do Scottish

Oh aye.... which one? would you like the Isles or Glasgow?... I’ll even whack you over the side of your head with a broken bottle if you like to make you really have the Glasgow experience.......

There'll always be football violence as long as they're shitting in our shoes and were pissing in theirs.

	6.26
	Andy monologue in front of farmhouse
	What a day...done my first bit of farming work ... amazing ... I was sitting on the back of the tractor with him feeding in this salt-bush stuff. 

Feeding into a machine endlessly ...this kind of speed..... no not that speed... this sort of speed...... like that.

I’ve been talking to this guy for 8 hours or what ever it is I’ve been working for. 

Just filling my head with all this incredible knowledge about farming .

What its made me realize is how incredibly ignorant I am about farming... well why should I know any better? ... I don’t know ....but it just been incredible.



	7.18
	Graham back of truck with small plants
	So what will you be doing with these Graham....

I’m just putting a kind of random mix of these trees so .... when you're sitting on the back ....every now and again you chuck one of these in.

And this is for the shading thing right?

Its for shade , biodiversity,.....and all the other benefits of trees.... ermm.....

Were building an M1 for the small fury creatures.

So they perform a different ecological niche to the other salt bush and the other trees... and have different seeds that different birds eat which move in different ecological cycles. 

I could explain the entire benefits of trees but tit would probably take me about a week.

That'll do.

Yer...and slowly but surely the chip in your camera would melt down and turn into a little glassy lump with some copper wires...!



	8.21
	Helicoper tree belts


	In all his modesty the amazing thing about Graham is that he has planted these amazing tree belts all across his property  on a huge vast scale . 

He really is passionate about trees and has done some amazing work to regenerate their growth.

The scale of this seemed comical when I think of my feeble attempts to do my own planting the next day 

	8.43
	Andy Planting in big paddock
	My job is to plant.... where ever the salt bush was missed...cause sometimes you drop one when you're on the tractor....it missies....my job is to put this in between.. and by doing that you end up with ... he said...in this paddock... approximately 100 or so trees for shade.

This day’s been quieter because I’ve been working on my own. T

he other guys are way over there. 

I should really get better prepared with questions and stuff for them.

	9.30
	Back of tractor driving away


	it’ll be ‘smoko’ after this run Andy

I wasn’t really sure what ‘smoko ‘ was but it turned out to be a tea break

Its the time when a lot of the really interesting conversations go on.

I thought it was the perfect time to ask them some questions about farming in general. 

I just wanted to know the history of farming and what the white settlers did when they first arrived here.

	10.00
	Stills of tree clearing


	They removed thousands and thousands and thousands  of trees. 

They completely cleared it.

A lot of country particularly in the hillier areas was ringbarked and left standing. 

And as soon as you’d ring barked and you’d kill the tree. 

Below the tree.... because you’ve had all that  leaf fall and nutrient drop over the years the grass would really respond to the ring backing of the trees. 

So that generated the illusion  fertility. 

Because the fertility is always there its just in the tree and in the biodiversity that that tree supports. 

It was seen as out of reach or not available but we now know that biodiversity drives a whole lot of processes which are essential to on going sustainability and nutrient transfer within the landscape.

Well they were still clearing when I was a kid . 

The clearing was still going on. 

There were quite significant blocks of timber around. 

I was only little but I can remember great long windrows all the across the hills were they drove the timber up and every winter they'd burn it. 

You see ... after pastrualism when they divided the blocks up for closer settlement ... under the closer settlement act...you got the land really cheaply but you were required to clear it. 

Everybody here and on most of the country ... they're living off what their grandfathers did.... they’ve got the cleared blocks there just faming it.

	11.33
	Sheep running behind tractor


	I asked Graham to give me a run down of how the drought had been effecting him and what he thought about the drought in general.

The last 6 or 7 years have certainly been difficult and very challenging for us dealing with the dry seasons. The idea of the farmer working away diligently and looking to the sky’s and hoping it will rain. 

I guess that image .... it doesn’t really equate to a practical plan B for dealing with climate change. 

Rarely when we talk about drought are we talking about a complete lack of rain fall or zero rain fall over that year or growing season. 

And when you use the word its a given that its a drought its not raining there’s nothing we can do until it rains. 

And you’ll see this no clearer then in the media when you read the news paper or listen to the radio or on TV and when ever theres a story about drought there is always a strong  suggestion of complete impotence to its overwhelming force.  

And so what the does is.... its automatically sets up an assumption or a message that  we can’t do anything until its rains again. 

Maybe...... is there something we can do ?  If we can’t change the rain fall then should there be other questions being asked perhaps about our management?

	13.07
	Dried up field
	Turn your camera out there.... .I just wanted to come and show you this as a contrast.

It would be 25 or 10 kilometers from ARCADIA............its the same rain fall

Well the water is not going to soak in to the ground and you can see the stock are walking around and the dust starts blowing off it and top soil goes and then its harder to establish plants and then in turn means the ground starts capping which means less rain fall soaks into it and so you get this spiral of decay. 

And you get images like this flooding the national news when you don’t get the story behind it. 

You don’t get..... hang on, well whats happening next door,  5ks up the road. 

Obviously you’ve got to change your system of management to adapt to the climate.

Whats happened here is the system of management that was quite happily floating along perhaps in the 60 and 70s  when it used to rain has not changed since that time. So theres been no adaptation as the seasons get dryer and as farmers gain access to new knowledge.

But its not uncommon to see.... you know.... to drive through an area and see....... your know ..... on a 20 k trip 3 or 4 properties that look like that



	14.32
	Dust storm


	On our way back to Grahams place we got caught up in a dust storm which I’ve never seen before and was amazed to find out that it was made a lot worse by the over grassing ......and of course that would make sense

so that dust comes form the over grazed paddocks? ...... 

yep................... sure does.

	15.00
	Trees

storm coming
	Of course it was a strange irony that I came here on the subject of drought and whilst I was here it looked like we were going to get some rain. And there were  huge ....huge clouds building up in corner of the sky and we knew something was coming and it was big.

	16.00
	Ecstatic Steve in rain


	Smell that ! ............just fuckin smell it man! ....that is life!. 

There is no smell like it.... there is nothing.

Beautiful, beautiful...

Thats what you wanted...... as long as it keep going right? 

ah even ...... you know it settles the dust cools the air down..you know.... even if you don’t get a wash.... enough rain to have an effect on the plants it keeps that coolness and the moisture in the air takes the stress off the plants so that you got that ...

oh no no ....here everybody's is going ...yer yer beautiful 3 blocks down you got.... no its all come at the wrong time all it will ever do is grow weeds..

It'll  ruin the dry feed

Oh shit I should have got crop insurance..... yer I can just hear it now.

I’m going to start cutting hay next week thats fucked that idea

This will just make the rust go nuts...

	17.38
	Rain from car
	It was great to see how excited they were about the rain, and it carried on for the rest of the day actually and into the early evening an on into the night

	18.40
	Puddle

Steve in paddock after rain


	But lets see how much we actually got....now you’ve had a storm ..... there you go ... we down to dry already....look at that.... fuck all

Where we've ripped  you got better penetration...you see the dry’s just there... so we need a little bit more to bridge the gap between the bottom of that plant and the sub soil moisture thats down there.



	19.09
	Garh in paddock after rain
	Hopefully we'll get a bit more

That was a pretty good fall thought  wasn’t it last night

Oh yer well its better than nothing...

	19.20
	Andy close up with hat
	Windy day today... Thats very significant because last night we had a lot of rain fall.. which on the face of it looks fantastic but actually ....no one is too thrilled .....I mean their glad to have it but what has happened is that the wind has kicked in ..... straight afterwards and the wind basically grabs the moisture and whisks it away

	19.56
	wind in trees

sun through trees


	It’s funny cause the more  I got to know these guys the more I thought of them as artists... artists of the land, not cliche simple farmer , you know the big cliche. 

We were standing on this hill looking at the view I just saw tress and grass, but they seemed to see it as this amazing interconnected web of of organisms and life, it looked like they were using that as a kind of pallet to work from and create amazing things from

	20.33
	seedlings in pots
	You have to start looking to your relationship with land more like a dialogue you have to listen to it as well as speak back and see its response

	20.58
	Graham in front of car
	We now have to look at the cycles of the seasons and adapt our culture. 

We weren't born into this environment we are a nation of migrants founded on an cultural expectation about how to work the land which was largely from European farming methods. 

And for a while that system worked because we were mining the nutrients from the land that we cleared up held in the trees and the biodiversity that we since I guess ploughed or burnt into the ground.

We’re trying to ask the questions which will enable us to evolve a culture thats suited to Australia's climate

	21.50
	kitchen drinking playing guitar
	My stay at the farm was pretty much coming to an end.

We had a bit of a party on the last night and it was great I really felt like I had got to know these guys a bit and I had certainly learnt so much and I was quite sad to be leaving really

	22.19
	Car drives into garage
	The drought has actually effected us positively, because I would hate to think of the position Id be in if I hadn’t gone down this path of looking for adaptive strategies

	22.36
	Dead tree
	Adaption requires a whole different way of thinking

and if you’ve got to think differently then that means all the comforts of your..... for want of a better term.... mainstream life ...have to be questioned. 

A little example... a couple weeks ago we had a record heat spell.. ........ what was the response? 

Dash of to Bunnings buy a cheap arse no star reverse cycle air conditioner from China plug it in and demand more electricity which comes from a coal fired power station  which is reinforcing the problem that gave you the heat wave in the first place.

Did we question.... OK ......would I have been better off adapting the way I live, adapting my residence, adapting adapting everything. 

No I’ll just go and buy a machine plug it in ... the problem solved. 

For most people the truth is ...that connection never ever ever occurs to them.

There are a lot of distractions, a lot of sparkly stuff!

As energy gets more expensive as the climate becomes more unstable the sustainable choices become obvious. 

So what you've got to do is you’ve got to build examples in as many places as possible so you can just say... .” look come in , have a look”  

You can’t tell the difference it doesn't look any different but it works differently



	24.03
	sheep running in penn


	All these symptoms of a changing climate thats heating up and drying us out. 

We need to use that to move us on to the next level which is a wider debate about our culture . 

How we produce our food  how we share our water, how we share our resources how we manage our land. 

I don’t want to show my self up as having all the answers because I don’t but we need to use this dry period to start asking the questions and not just simply call it drought and just hope it will rain and say it will all be better once this is over because there is a good chance that it won’t be.

Let engage everyone, lets try and get through this together and adapt our culture together.

	25.29
	Andy in car
	I’ve come away with a brain full of information that is just stuffed. With stuff about farming, stuff about rural communities, about the settlers in Australia, about how crops grow or don't’ grow, and the water shortage...... the drought..... has been one of the many issues..... that occupy the minds of the farmers. 

It quite a tough existence but its well beyond water.

	26.11
	driving home
	I really didn't’ know what to expect when I came out here but I certainly wasn’t expecting to be inspired by these farmers who were really raising questions about the meaning of drought and arguing a need for cultural change. 

It was a real eye opener for me.

As I drove home I kept thinking about the farmers who I thought I was coming to see, the ones who are really suffering from drought, dealing with suicide , depression, family break ups and bankruptcy, and I was concerned that these people had no voice in the film.... I just hadn't come across anything like that during the making of it and I know the suffering continues to go on and its there, but what I found in contrast I suppose was a story about a farmer who was managing to adapt and was showing hope amongst all the despair.


